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A IIB D  B Y  U . S . S C IIX T IS T S  

B u l let in o n  G a m e  B i rd  ? r o p a g a tio n  
Is L a test i n  L o n g  Se r i e s  o f Pub l i ca t i ons  

T h e  d e c r e a se  i n  a r e a s  i n  th e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  su i tab le  

fo r  w i ld  fow l  b r e e d i n g  g r o u n d s  emphas i z es  th e  n e e d  fo r  p r o p a g a tin g  w i ld  ducks,  

g e e s e , a n d  o th e r  b i r ds  o n  g a m e ,fa .rms . T h e  B io log ica l  Su r vey  o f th e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  

D e p a r tm e n t o f Ag r i cu l t u re  fo r  m a n y  yea rs  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  m e a s u r e s  to  th is  e n d , a n d  

its latest h e l p  fo r  g a m e  b r e a d e r s  is a  Fa rme r s  1  B u l let in {No . 1 5 2 1 - F )  just issucfi 

u n d e r  th e  title  “P r o p a g a tio n  o f G a m e  B i rds .11  

T h e  bu l l e t i n  poi; ts o u t th a t th e  possib i l i t ies o f g a m e - b i r d  p r o p a g a tio n  

h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  r e cogn i z ed , b a tn  a b r o a d  a n d  i n  th is  c o u n try, a n d  th a t e n o u g h  h a s  

b e e n  accomp l i s hed  to  p r o v e  th a t i n c r ease  i n  successfu l  g a m e  fa r m i n g  is lim ite d  

on l y  by  th e  a r e a , th e  e x p e nd i tu r e , a n d  th e  e ffo r t d e v o te d  to  it. M a @  m e th o d s  

th a t assu r e  success a r e  ‘k n o w n , a n d  th e s e  a r e  t r ea ted  conc ise ly  i n  th e  B e w  p u ’b l i -  

-  cat ion.  

!P h e  B ia log ica l  Su r vey’s activit ies i n  p r o m o tin g  g a m e  fa r m i a g  a r e  to  b e  
\ 

W Q d  in  a  g r e a t n u m b e r  o f o fficia l  pub l i ca t i ons  o f th e  Un i t ed  sta tes  D e p a r t- 

m e n t O f Agr icu l tx I re  a n d  i n  spec ia l  m i m e o g r a p h e d  leaf lets o n  p a r ticu l a r  p h a s es  

o f th Q  subject .  A  r ev i ew  o f th e s e  r evea l s  n o  less th a n  6 5  title e , c ove rUg  th e  

p r o p a g a tio n  O f b i r ds  q n d  o f fu r  a n d  g a m e  m a m m a ls. T h e s e  b u l ~ e tf~ a  a n d  leaf lets 

h a v e  b e e n  d e v o te d  e i t he r  who l l y  to  th e  p u r p o s e  o f i nc r eas i ng  th e  n tjm b e r  o f th e s e  

ya fub l e  b i r ds  a n d  an ima l s  th r o u g h  a r tificia l  p r o p a g a tio n  o r  h a v e  m a d e  fa v o r a b l e  

m e d tio o  o f th e  sub jec t  i n  comp i l i n g  facts to  a i d  i n  th e  so lu t i on  o f th e  g a m e  
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b r e e d e r ’s p rob l ems.  Chay te rs  o i l  p r o p a g a tio n  ha l f&  b te n  i n c l u ded  i n  a l l  th e  bu l l e -  

tin s  c o n ta i n i n g  th e  a n n t*2 ,1  szmmsr i es  o f th e  g a m e  l ags  o f th e  U A tsd  S ta tes  a n d  

C ,u l a d a  fo r  m o r e  th a n  a  q u a r te r  o f a  c e n tury,  

E V e I' s i nce  tb ’e  activit ies 0.f t 'ne Deea r l ,m e n t o f L .&cu l t u re  w e r e  ex t e nded  t0 &  

g a m e  p rese rva t i on ,  i n  lc90,  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  h - ,ve  bscn  m a d e  In  pub l i ca t i ons  o f th e  

B io log ica l  Su r vey  fa v o r a b l e  to  impo r ta tio n s  o f g s m e  b i r ds  a n d  e g g s  fo r  p r o p a g a tio n , 

a n d  th e  necessa ry  impo r ta tio n  p a rm i ts h a v e  b e e n  issued,  V ith  th e  p a s s a g e  o f th e  

m ig ra to ry  b i r d  t reaty act o f 7 ,9 1 8 , th e  B io log ic .1  Su r vey  b e g a n  issu i .ng p e rm i ts fo r  

th e  possess i on  fo r  p r o p a g a tio n  o n  fa rms  o f such  w a te r fow l  as  twice e a c h  Y e W  Pass  

back  a n d  fo r th  b e tween  th e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  a n d  C a n a d a  o n . the i r  m ig ra to ry  flig h ts. 

Invest iga t ions  a r e  n o w  b e i n g  C o n d u c te d  i n  S o u th e r n  S ta tes  fo r  i nc r eas i ng  th e  

~ u p o ly o f b o b w h i te  qua i l ,  i nc l ud i ng  a  stu d y  o f th e  ccnt ro l  o f d i seases  a n d  o f 

n a tu r a l  e n e m ies o f th e  b i rds.  In v esS i g a tio n s  a l so  a r e  b e i n g  m a d e  o f pract ica l  

m e th o d s  o f C a p tu r i n g  b eave r s  a l i ve  a n d  p lan t i ng  co lor . ies in  a r eas  w h e r e  th e y  wi l l  

n o t on l y  n o t b e  d e s truct ive to  fo r e e tsry a n d  ag r icu l tu ra l  interests, b u t w h e r e  th e y  

C a n  m a k e  l a nds  th a t a r e  o the rw i se  use less  p r o d u c tive  o f v a l u ab l e  a n d  in te res t ing  

fu r  b e a r e r s . A ll p h a s es  o f fxr fa r m i n g  a r e  b e i n g  stu d i e d  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  o n  

th e  sub jec t  o ffe r e d  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f bu l le t ins.  Spec ia l .  st l r rd ies a l so  h a v e  b e e n  m a d @  

fo r  th e  i m p r o v e m e n t o f A l a & a n  r e i ndee r ,  a n d  e x p e r i m e n ts a r e  n o w  u n d e r  way  i n  c ross 

b r e e d i n g  wi th n a tive  w i ld  ca r i bou ,  with a  v iew to  d e ve l o p i n g  s t r onge r  a n d  heav i e r  

r e i n d e e r  wi th i n c r eased  m e a t w e i g h t. 

p r e l im ina ry  to  a  still m o r e  act ive  e d u c a t.io n a l  c a m @ a i g n  i n  th a  in te res t6  

o f g a c n e  b i r d  fa r m i n g , th e  B io lcg ica l  Su r vey  is s e n d i n g  W . L . M & te e , a u th o r  o f’ 

its bu l l e t i n  o n  P r o p a g a tio n  o f G a m e  S irds, fi to  ce r ta in  E u r o p e a n  ccrrmtr ies. Du r -  

i n g  th e  n e x t th r e e  m o n ths  h e  wi l l  visit wo r l d - f amous  F laces  &  Iie l l and ,  G e r m a n y , 

,Fr .aace,  a n d  E n g l a n d  to  invest iga te  th e  p r o p a g a tio n  th e r e  o f n i & ~ & o r y  rater fowl ,  

sixm  o f wh i ch  a r e  o f th e  s a m e  spec ies  as  occu r  i n  th e  Un i t ed  S & te e . T h e  m e th o d s  
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and e,rli;:ne;lt used wii 1 TOW ande? his o’s;ervatior:. and. study, bo’;h as regard? 

Aner ica.il spscies :f. bird: propagated there, and those species that have rarely 

or never been introduced anil raised ‘in thi .:, c.oVntry. 

In addition to tee rec;nu;iondAt,ianE 01.&c fo: rear-‘-g the game birds tr?atRd 

5.n tha latest bullotin, auct as plle.&anto, quail, ducks, go:SsE, :,.arCridge;, &rouse! 

rild turkeys, and swans, the Diolagicai Survey hak ii;sued instructions both iu- its 

publications and in its demonstrations for rearing .nany other useful species of . 

wild lifa on game and fur farms, such as deer, elk, reilideer, silver and blue 

foxes, muskrats, hares and rabbits, skunks, mal.teir.s, miriks, otters, opossums, rac- 

coons, and beavers. 

The number of persons now breeding game birds and other forms of useful 

Hid life for commercial and personal use is rapidly increasing, and many owners 

of large country estates are interested in our beautiful species of wild fowl and 

in perpetuating them while it is still possible. Practical information of value 

to prospective game breeders is to be found in many publications of the department 

still available for distribution and more will undoubtedly be developed from the 

studies now being made in Europe. 

A leaflet issued about ten years ago and kept revised, listing publica- 
- 

tions of interest to game breeders, and one listing publications on fur and fur 

animals will be furnished applicants free on request addressed to the Biological 

Survey, United States Department of Agriculture. Farmers’ Bulletin (No. 1521-F), 

“Propagation of Game Birds, II supersedes several former bulletins and leaflets, 

and will be sent .to anyone on request as long as the supply for free distribution 

1a.s to. 
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